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our partners

■ Our partners are mainly governments, the pri-
vate sector, NGOs, multilateral development banks
and international organisations.

■ We favour partnerships based on responsibility,
participation and transparency.

■ We place great importance on open and con-
structive cooperation with SDC and other federal
offices in an effort to develop synergies with the
other cooperation instruments and measures of
the Swiss Confederation.

our personnel

■ Our staff is our most important asset.

■ Mediumterm career management, regular in-
house training and a good incentive system are the
means at our disposal for promoting staff deve-
lopment.
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■ Our goal is to achieve the highest possible qua-
lity in carrying out our work. By quality we mean
the most efficient possible use of limited resources,
backed by consistent strategic orientations, by a
regular evaluation of our activities vis-à-vis the
set objectives, by the capitalisation of our expe-
riences, and by open and constructive communi-
cation within and outside the ET department.

■ Our operations are concentrated in areas where
we have comparative advantages. We seek optimal
coordination between Swiss and international
donors.

■ We pay particular attention to the social and
environmental dimensions of all our operations.

our commitment
to qualityour goal

■ Combating poverty is the central objec-
tive of our mandate and of our activities.

■ Our contribution takes the form of sup-
porting strong and sustainable growth in
developing and transition countries and
promoting their integration into the world
economy.

our position

■ We are the specialised arm of the Federal Admi-
nistration for the promotion of the economic deve-
lopment and trade of developing and transition
countries.

■ We firmly believe that domestic economies gea-
red towards growth and globalisation contribute
to sustainable development and efforts to combat
poverty.

■ We support the principles of the market economy
and sustainable economic growth based on private
initiative, entrepreneurship and the development
of trade.

■ We support the effective application of the prin-
ciple of good governance.

■ We feel that mobilisation of the know-how, skills
and resources of the private sector, both in Switzer-
land and in partner countries, can make a funda-
mental contribution to the development process.

■ We want to contribute to reducing dependence
on international aid in the long term.

■ We contribute to efforts aiming at an optimal
coherence between the objectives of development
cooperation and those of foreign policy and of
foreign economic policy.

our sphere of activities

■ We work towards improving the framework con-
ditions for economic development and trade in
partner countries.

■ We help to promote private investment and
trade, and we support the financing of basic infra-
structures.

■ We coordinate Switzerland’s relations with multi-
lateral development banks.
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