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Lesser Known Timber Species (LKTS)

Vietnamese forests contain hundreds of tree species, of
which only a small percentage has historically been
valued as production species. Over the last decade,
Vietnam’s the wood-processing industry has expanded
rapidly and current production levels can not be
sustained by these timber species alone. As a result,
enterprises have started to include LKTS into the range
of production species.

The project “Promotion of Lesser Known Timber
Species in Vietnam” is part of GTZ's Vietnamese-
German Forestry Program and the Global Forest and
Trade Network (Vietham) , implemented by WWF.

The project will support introduction and high end-value
processing of LKTS throughout the Vietnamese forestry
industry.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MARD), State Forest Companies, members of GFTN
(Vietnam) and associations like Handicraft and Wood
Industry Association (HAWA) and Vietnam Timber and
Forest Product Association (VIFORES) are also
supporting the project.

Selection of potential species

As a first step, species with the potential for industrial
use were determined. This was done through a study of
furniture workshops in Vietnam’s central highlands, the
volume of wood available in state forest enterprises and
a comprehensive literature review.

Timber species that are readily available, cheap, have
nice finished appearance, and are likely to have
favourable technical and machining properties were
chosen.

Market evaluation

Timber processing enterprises and traders will be
guestioned about their use and interest in the LKTS
chosen.

An evaluation of the market information gathered will
further narrow down to the optimal LKTS for the
Vietnamese forestry industry.

Testing of technical properties

The selected species will next be tested at Xuan Mai
University for properties such as strength, hardness,
shrinkage and durability.

According to the test results five to six of the most
promising timber types will be chosen for further
investigation.

Machining trials

Once the mechanical and physical properties are known,
machining trials for sawing, planing, sanding, drilling and
moulding will be conducted. They will take place at the
Training and Development Centre in Dak Lak. Kiln
drying schedule and gluing properties will be determined
with the help of Xuan Mai University.

Determination of product ranges

In a next step, potential products for each timber will be
identified.

Establishment of LKTS on the market

Finally all information gathered will be published and
made available to timber producers and processors as
well as potential customers.

For the participating enterprises and GFTN Vietnam
members, advice and support for marketing of the new
products will be given.

Expected outcome

By 2010 products of one or two of the tested timber
species will have been established in the high end value
market, implying a rise in volume of LKTS traded and a
diversification of products and clients for participating
enterprises.



